
PRESIDENT'S FAVORITE NIECE WILL
BECOME A PENNSYLVANIA^ BRIDE.

In the Face of Attentions Paid Her by Many
Wealthy Scion of Noble Race, the Young

Medical Student Wooed and Won
His Childhood's Love.

"Miss Mabel Mr Kl nicy, the daughter of
Hon. Abner McKinley, and .favorite nclee
of the President, is to become the bride
of a young PcnnsyHaiiîah; a student at
Jefferson Medical CWlegc, PHI.,· from
which tie will graduate dn Jv.no.
His name is Hcrrmanius 'Kaer. He is

the non of Judge I'aer, a well-known
JVnnsylvatii.-in. mid his home is in Somer¬
set, which'.;Is also the summer home at
the ¡McKinleys.

HE lVOro AND AVON.
Young Baer woed and won the young

lady in that pretty little trivn. "He won
*her too." says the Philadelphia Times
in lile face oí *¿e attentions of many
.1 wealthy young scion of .'· roblé race,
-members oT the fDliilomatlc Coips in
Washington. Ho is to marry her because
She loves him. and loves him devotedly.
As vet no date has been set (for the
¦weeding, but the engagement is conlirmcd
by the parents of young lìaer, and by
several intimates of the McKinleys. All
"Washington is agog with the news, lor
the pretty, clever young miss Is <?? favor¬
ite with tfce elite here, as well as with
ihe rpresidoñt
When the betrothal occurred none can

:say. The young people 'drove together
tat Somerset continually end strolled as
much a.s might he in view of Miss Mc-
Kiniey's .-lfflietion, for Miss Mabel Is lame,
iind Is iikely to remain so for life. She
was afflicted with a spinal trouble, the
S'esuli of a "fall when >>hc was quite
young. Ihe couple have "nnwn each other
for years, but were nothing more than
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friends until two summer? apro. Then
they Avere seen together at Somerset
«constantly: Their intimacy caliseli some
Sitilo teomnjc.nl and speculation at Ine
lime, but this died a natural death and
¡has jiot been heard of for some lime.
Tho announcement of the engagement
came, therefore, as somewhat of a sur¬
prise. v

? YOUNG CIA XT.
Young "Baer is a man of magnificent

jjby&qiie. standing .six feet two inches
in his stocking feet, ile weighs in the
nclghl. orhooil or" l'.<> jw-tnjils. but carries
not an ounce of superfluous flesh on his
¡body. He Ss quite .in· athlete and ha:ï
been Known in tho neighborhood of his
Jiome for years for this athletic girowess.
3ie is the best horseman of that district
and ride·· during the punjner cenetantlj"
He Is a line shot with a rifle, a boxer
tif ño mean measure and a. profieent
tennis player and runner. In fact, were
Ihe an attendant at a college, where much
attention is given to athletics, he would
doubtless be known all over the country
íor lu.·, physical aitili. But young liaer is
a very serious minded young fellow for
all his love for yport. He is· a close
etudent of medicine ami expects to-make
a mark for (himself in the profession,
die ¡will gr.iudato from 'the Jefferson
Medical College, in Philadelphia, in Juna
and v»ill practice his ^profession at once.
¦He is not a man of means, but he Is

t. .man'' of energy and ambition, and it
will not be long- before he is in a position
to give her a Jiome that befits her. It
Is for'tnis treason that no date is set for
'.he wedding.
LOOKED OX WITH DISFAYOH.

Although the McKinleys have known

you"g Baer from his infancy they dl2
not take kindly to the idea of his suit.
They naturally entertained the hope that
their daughter and favorite would marry
a man of wealth and position. Eut .they
arc far too Sensible to stand In the way
of thrir daughter's happiness because of
ambition for her. When they disccft-ercd
thatshe;had set her heart upon the hardy
young Pennsylvania!! they interposed no
further objection. They were doubtless
wise in this and knew what they did,
for-Miss Mabel, too. has plenty of ï-pirit,
and it is doubtful if she would brook in¬
terference any moro than young Baer
would. Tiie two were, therefore, allowed
to see as much of each other as- they
would. a:id when the time came for 'Baer
to ask the consent of lier parents to the
match Mr. McKinley -simply talked to
him as he would ito his own son, and
asked him to make his Daughter as happy
as might be.
So there the matterr rests at present.

When young Biter liar settled in life and
made à way for his wife there will be
a fixing of dates. Then Miss Mabel will
be given a wedding that befits her.

A SOCIAL FAVORITE.
Probably no yciing woman in America

has more devoted friends and admirers
than she. in Washington and Somerset
every one who knows her loves her. Her
sweet womanliness that shines -out of
her honest eyes through the girlish viva¬
city that marks her manner is probably
the. true reason But there Cre other
reasons. One of these is that «he is one

of the cleverest young -women that ever
r.rr.ced the first set of Washington socie¬
ty. She Ï». well r-ad and a bricht conver¬

sationalist. She Is thoroughly well in¬
formed upon questions of the day. At the
same time she knows fully well all of the
requirements of a society woman. She is
a charming hostess and an accomplished
one.

MANY ACrOMPl.lSIlMnXTS. *¡ N

Her voice is. perhaps, lier greatest gift.
She sings beautifully with a clear, rich,
pure-tone that iö charming to listen to.
Her voice, too. lias power tis well as

quality. Indeed, in New York Madame
MelBa. who heard her sing without know.

ing her identity, complimented her most
highly. She said that such a voice ought
not to be wasted and that it ought to
be cultivated and carefully used. But
Madame Melba knew nothing of her other
musical talents. (Neither does any one

else, save the intimate friends of the
girl. She is an accomplished violinist and
plays with a truth and sincerity that is
as marked as iter ability as a "realist.
Xeither do her accomplishments stop

there. She is an expert whip and drives a

pair as well jus any woman in Washing¬
ton. Her delight is to ride behind a fast
team that Abner McKinley owns and
take a long drive through the country
about Somerset. It is unnecessairy to add
that-young Baer is usually by her side
there.
Altogether she is a sweet, lovable girl

of the kind to make any man happy.
Indeed, there have been many who have
sought happiness by her side. The names

or many of the attaches of different
legations at "U'ashl-.iTion have been con-

nectcd with he'rsJ >.'one have been connect-
ed seriously, for »lie young_ girl has been
wondrously discreet in distributing her
favors to many. However, the ardor of
the young men has not been restrained
by any such consideration for propriety.
It was their eagerness that lead to the
connection of their names with her.
Young Baer, who has won her heart.

might well lay seige to any heart. His
dare-deviltry and recKÌess courage have
often heightened, his attraction in the
eyes of th» fair sex. AYcre he so minded
he might have won any one of a dozen
fair maids, but it remained for "Sun-
beams." as Miss Mabel is known "within
her home circle, to bewitch him."

FOR ? HEFARMERS.
Votes anil Comments of Interest in

Agricultural Circles.
If \vc feed the soil, it win, in turn, feed

Dr. Wiley has well said: "The soil ha-s.
its rights as well as the citizen."

'.One hundred years ago sugar was re¬

garded as a luxury; to-day it is one of
Ihe necessities of the world.

Dr. Ke-lzie, Michigan's chemist,' -says'
that in the manufacture of sv.gar,,lf SO
per cent, results in the form of granu¬
lated *ugar. it is equivalent to a yield
of VJ'i pounds of commercial sugar from
Lach ton of 12 per cent, beets.

The limited economic value of the su-

gar-canii by-proùucts, as comjiared with
sugar-beet pulp, places the production of
sugar from beets In this country on a

competitive Ukusìs with the sugar-cane
industry, which will make it, in the opin¬
ion of experts, "master of the situation."

This Is a great age of gréait transactions.
Tüie largest cargo' of flour ever exported
from the Pacific coast is that recently
mude from Seattle. Wash., to Vladivos¬
tok, Kutrala. It consisted of 33,470 bar¬
rels, and is for the use of the Russian
army and navy.

Friendly criticism Of our farming opera¬
tions should toe gratefully received by
every progressive fermer. It often hap¬
pens that .these render future efforts
more ja-ccofesful. ' Therefore, they should
always bo carefully considered.

The Iowa Agricultural College authori¬
ties report that every graduate from their'

dairy:, school fnds a place waiting for

fcjjm en graduation. The demand for

young men competent to manage dairies
is steadily increasing, and the dairy
schools are doing most excellent work in
training a supply to meet tho demand.

Profesor H. E. Yan Dernan, who was
the drst Chief of the Pomologieal Divi¬
sion in the "United States Department
of Agriculture, now resides at Parksley,
In Accomac county, in this State. His
writings on the fruit and nut-growing
industries are attracting more thaji ordi¬
nary attention, inasmuch as rhey are of
a thoroughly practical character.

After setting strawberry-plants in the
spring, it would be a good plan to drop
a handful of pine-tags upon each. "Un¬
less the weafher is very favorable, the
newly-set plants "would be greatly bene¬
fited, should no timely rain occur im¬
mediately following the planting.

? tobacco-grower in the Clarksvllle,
(Tenn.) Leaf Chronicle advises the sowing
of some Jamestown (Jlmson) seed imme¬
diately in a small well-enriched spot in the
field' that is to be planted In tobacco, so

that, the blossoms will be conveniently
on hand, in which to use cobalt, to kill
the fil*». Kill the Hies on blossoms of
any -kind.honeysuckles, &c.until the
Jlmson bloom» appear. Be prompt in
killing tho files early, and there will be.
but very few worms In'the tobacco field
In July and August.

Tho problem of marketing is coming
to tho .front, ^nd the proper solution
seems to lie in the direction of co-opera¬
tion by the producers. Unity of action
on their part is an absolutely element of
success.. The. distribution of perishable
products should be. judiciously made..
There should be no more running car¬

load lot*-in opposite directions» with th«
View ot securing a market. There Is too
much. of. this klni,.of work in .progress.
The Cliattanooià íruit-growérs now;have

a membership of over 200, and are co-oper¬
ating to secure a quick distribution in the*
best markets. United action will secure
distribution in half a hundred' distributing
markets where half a dozen have hereto¬
fore been relied on.'

. The practical and conscientious editor
of. the Rural New Yorker says that, af¬
ter thirty years* experience with various
grapes, he would now select for home-
use· the following: Campbell's Early,
Worden. Diamond and Green Mountain,
or Winchell. If we could have but one
black, it would be Campbell's Early, be¬
cause of the hardiness and frullfulness
of the vine, because ot its large bunches
and berries (which are superior to Con¬
cord in that there is no foxiness and lit¬
tle or no acidity about ithe seeds), and;
finally, because of its carlinuss. If w¿
could have but one white, it would be,
Diamond, because of the exceeding hardi¬
ness and frullfulness of the vine. The
grapes mature before Concord', and the
quality is fully as good. If we could
have but one early white grape, it would
be the little Green ¡Mountain.

The importance ot taking papers de,
voted at least in part to agricultural mat¬
ter, and preserving important Items, is
shown by the following:
Professor S. M. Tracy, formerly Di¬

rector of the Mississippi Experiment Sta¬
tion, and now editor of the farm depart¬
ment of the Memphis Commercial Ap¬
peal, in a recent issue respecting the Bro-
mus liiermis, or bearless brome-grass,
which-is proving to be as valuable as a

gold mine in the great-^Northwcst, calls
attention'to the iaiot that he has seen'
but very few favorable reports of ¡t from,
the Gulf States. A trial of it made ten

years ago on a rather heavy c'ay soil,
which would have given very little of
any other grass, mane a fair growth for
winter .and spring pasture, but gave al¬
most no hay, and was plowed up after a

three-years trial. A better place for this
grass would be on high, northern slopes
of the Blue Rid'ge and Alicghany moun¬

tains, where the snow lies the greatest
length of time.

A farmers' institute club ought to have
been formed in every county in this State
last fall, so that a series of institutes
might have been held during the winter
throughout the entire State.' Great suc¬

cess has attended the plan of clubbing
together, and each farmer contributing
$1 a year, or a suflicicnt amount in the
aggregate to equal the annual appropria¬
tion made by the State Board of Agri¬
culture, the amount thus raised to be:
used to -defray the expense of procuring
speakers from a distance Who have made
money by practising the latest up-to-date
methods in trucking, fruit-growing, dairy¬
ing, stock-breeding, or grain- and grass-
growing. A writer in Farm and Home
says that he attended' a course of eighty
lectures in 1S7S or 1S70 at the State Uni¬
versity at Columbus, O., but the loss of
time and expense of travel and for board
for five or six weeks was more than most
farmers felt they could afford. After
shortening the term of lectures, and' giv¬
ing the plan a fair trial, it was abandon¬
ed, but abolit this time the wise sugges¬
tion was made: "If the farmers will not
go to the lectures, why not take the lec¬
tures to farmers?" and so about ISSO tho
experiment was tried on a small scale in
Ohio, and' proved a success, and has since
spread to a. large number of the States
of the Union.

Ode to the Peaks of Ot tor.
(Written for The Times.)

Thou glorious Peak: forever there
With hand upraised as if in prayer.
Ocean thy silent adoration.
Reveal the story of creation.
To science yield thy hidden treasures,
While now we sing that lay in measures.
Tell how primeval years were counted
'Ere man thy towering summits 'mounted.
Cast forth thine eyes o'er Time's vast

distance
When all was robed with existence.
Around thy brow the lightening's flash¬

ing,.
And heaven's loudest thunder's crash-

ing's
Played there in vain.the mingled rattle
Sounded like heaven's host in battle.
Anon around thee heaven's army
Ivmpioyed it's terrors to alarm thee:
And thou unmoved stood yet the firmer,
And from thy lips escaped no murmur,
Still robed in nature's solitude,
Erect, immutable, thou stood.
Grami Peak! reared to commemorate
When Cod all nature did create,
Thou -obelisk of nature's art:
God formed thee.stationed thee apart
to stand in silence and to teach
More languages than human speech
Hath e'er devised; each twig of thine
Shows traces of His hand divine.
Break forth in eloquence sublime.
Reveal to man the course of time.
A living language there appears
Written in nature's characters.
Since time began no bard nor sage
Has read in full thy verdant page,
A millionth part of nature's love.
Locked up within thy hidden store,
Would doubtless teach far more to man

Than all the books of science- can.

For nature's look contains more lore
Than finite minds can e'er explore.
There is a limit beyond which
The finite mind can never reach;
'Tis in the Infinite's domains.
To which the finite ne'er attains.
Each leaf,, each twig, each tree, each

stone,
Teaches a lesson of its own.,
O. wouldst thou call this solitude.
To roam amidst the multitude.
Of nature's treasures that abound
On thee, thou everlasting mound?
Thy lofty heights present a scene

Beyond description by the pen-
Long mountain ranges parallel.
Enclosing valleys, imany a .dell
Of verdant hue between them lies
O'er-eurtained with transparent skies.
Their rivers flow .through landscapes

green,
Like streams of crystal through the scene.

Sweet homes where peace and plenty
dwell.

Are interspersed through many a dell;
For in Virginia's wide domains
Peace holds her sway and ever reigns.
Unchanging Peak! to-day the same

As when thou didst receive thy name.

Primeval races from thee passed
Like faded leaves in winter's blast.
Amidst they forest's solitude.
The Indian his game pursued;
But now his race, extinct, is laid
Forever 'neath thy sylvan shades.
The winds of winter moaning o'er
Tell that he roams thy slopes no more.

Another race tliv realm invades
And rests beneath thy forest shades.
Races and ages pass away.
And in thy sight are as a day.
Beternal Peak! thy matchless vlew3
Are suchas charm the poet's muse.
They heat his soul with Genius Are,
And tune anew his 'rapture lyre.
And in perpetual glory still
Stand thus thy mission thou'lt fulfill..

O. H.

Montyale, Va. '_
To preserve timber ¿rom decay an

Australian has patented a new treat¬

ment, consisting of immersing the tim¬
ber in a solution of arsenous acid and
an alkali until thoroughly impregnated,
after which a : coating of ,sulphate of
copper is applied.
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\ Nowhere Else Are Equal j
Ì Values Even a Probability· j

but the quality and »service count for much. Every inch of»wood every fitting ofa joint, and *.a}°^*?.^? JZort-m §
are made ou longevity principles. That part of the construction which » hidden P^J^^JP^^^SÎ^^S3

U in the construction of our Furniture as any other part. So it.is, and you'lLknow tt by t*t that ^'^Jg^^SS
good points of Furniture are stronger in our lower-priced offerings than'any other Richmondconcern is.capable of?^^»C

money. Créait is in your favor here! You buy your bill of goodá^-arrange with the salesm to suit yourself VVe are liberal in making ?
concessions and accommodations that'll benefit you. ,

i$12.75
Gives you' a Bed-room Suite that no

concern will offer for less than $16.
Fine go!den-'xiV- finish Dressing-Case,"
Bedstead, and Washstand.j;ili.73

Large and complete line of station¬
ary and reclining Go-Carts with and
without cushions. We sell a beautiful
Go-Cart at.........i»>5.no
? record-holder for the season is a

really good Go-Cart, substantial in
every way and nicely finished. for
only"..¡jU.öS

Extension Tables.
Housekeepers are always joyful at

the opportunity to secure an Extension
Table bargain. They should be With
this one. A very Substantial Oak Ex¬
tension Table, heavy top, fine golden-
oak finish and five solid oak legs S-l.-l."»

Highly-Finished Golden-Oak Side¬
board, with two small and one large
drawer, bevel-plate mirror, shaped top.
worth" $16, for.¥11.75
Large Golden-Oak Sideboard, with

heavy carvings, swell front, with
French beveled-plate mirror, altogeth¬
er a magnificent sideboard, unequalèd
for $3d anywhere, our price.?.u\!)5

Bedroom Suites.
Wc always give grand values in Ben-

room Suites. Here's a beautiful Gold¬
en-Oak Bed-room Suite, with very,
handsome full. swell-front dressing-
case, with Frenchrshape-pla te mirror,
finely-carved bedstead and washstand,
highly polished. "Tis worth a half hun¬
dred dollars; for.!j«»M.7."í

A Handsome, Roomy. Full-Roll Rat¬
tan Baby Carriage, ruffled parasol,
tapestry and.plush upholstery.tf7.*i.>
"We also sell quite a Pretty Uphols¬

tered Baby Carriage, substantially
built.t?:t.»5'

Halt Racks.
¡This Magnificent~Quartereil-0;ik Hall

{tuck, piano polish, golden finish, with
French-shape-plate mirror.910.T5

Refrigerators and Ice-Bo.xes In do¬
mestic and dining-room styles and the'

very best make only. You can get
them any size and price; upwards

fro m..·*"».75

Floor Coverings,
There's such an immense variety

front which to select. Nothing but the

best.
Good Fancy Matting, yant."*-'·!«
Extra-Heavy Matting, yard.t.*>c
FInc-QuaHty China Matting. yarcl..2»c
Extra-Fine- inlaid Jap. Matting
"per yard.2Ui¿o·
Large Japanese Rugs.?t.21*

ayer S Pettit, 7 and 9 West Broad Street.
Southern Furniture and Carpet Company.

MULES SCARCE
AS RESULT OF WAR

South and Southwest Stripped of
These Valuable Animals.

THE RISE IN PRICE OF COTTON

Makes a Natural Demand AVhicl» ATar

Has Increased Until Sow a Male
is Worth More Than a

Horse. \

There will he a famine in the mu'e

market in the next few years, as. the

result of war, that will prove very.trou¬
blesome to the Southern farmers. This
is the opinion of every mule-ra.ser und
dealer in the Southwest. It has sent up
the 'price nf the sturdy and stubborn an¬

imal that does the bulk of the farm
work south of the Ohio and Potomac,
and the price stil tends upward, and
will cost the (British War Department
half a million more than its original es¬

timate for mules. But, however great the
advance price it .will not mend the mat¬
ter or prevent a famine.
The niule has been found so necessary

iti. war and the American mule so super¬
ior to the Spanish and Italian animal
that tlîere has been a drain on the mar¬

ket in this country which it cannot stand.
The market, moreover, was caught in a

somewhat denuded state, with a smaller
crop of animals on hand than ever bi¬
fore. Mule-raising for some five or six

years had ceased to be as profitable as

heretofore, and many mule growers had
retired from business.
The bulk of he mule crop Is grown in

Missouri, Kansas, Kentucky and Ten¬

nessee, the animal being shipped to the
South and Southwest. There was a steady
decline in prices until 1S97, when, in con¬

sequence of the Spanish war prices ad¬
vanced. This decline is partly attributed
to the fall in the value of the horse.t
due to the greater .use of bicycles, trol¬
ley cars, etc. The horse, however, has
fallen off more than the mule in value,
and the latter, in spite of ignoble orig¬
in, commands a better prie?. The av¬

erage value of a mule, including th2

young and old, is $44.96; of a horse only
$37.40.
Another reason for the dec-line and de¬

cay in the mule industry is the bad con¬

dition of the Southern farmer tor some

years past. With cotton netting only 4

or 41-2 cents a pound," the Southern
farmer could, with difficulty, mest his

debts and could not afford to make any
Improvements, or to purchase any ad¬
ditional stock. The repeal of the sugar

bounty had the same.effect upon the su¬

gar districts of Louisiana and Texas
which had previously 'bought large num¬
bers of mules of the highest grade of
work on the Mississippi bottoms,"requir¬
ing as they do, deep ploughing. This
calls for the largest, and f.nest grade
of animals, generally known in the mar¬

ket as "sugar mule," costing from Ç125
to $175 apiece.

LITTLE PROFIT.
With these two markets cut off there

was little profit in mule breeding. The
."breeders sold their mares or jacks and
the annual output of mules fell .rom

120,000 to probably $0,000. This change has
been going on for the last seven or eight
years, or ever since cotton got so low.

The output of ouules, however, was suta-
cient for the Immediate, needs of tha

country, .or .«early so. There has ¡been
it is true, some decrease in the number
of animals in this country for some years

past, the crop of young mules not mak¬

ing good the losses· of old animals from
disease and death.
This· was .the condition of affairs when

the Cuban Insurrection 'brought the mule
back into favor again and create;! a

demand for mules, which has- cont'.nueiJ*-
ever since. Just now there is ft period'
of war, especially In tropical countries,
where the ¡mule" is an absolute' necessity.
The demand for the animals has, there¬
fore, greatly increased, and at the Birae

time the advance in the price of, cot¬

ton has caused the Southern farmers «to
improve their places and increase 'their
stock, which they, greatly needed. There
is a efficient amount of mule stock. left
over to. «upply the present, deniand^:
but at greatly aövarieed prices» But when.
this supply'is exhausted, it fv going.1 to
cause a n»ule. iamine» The mult, crop tir,

\ "N \;

a slow one and not to be harvested in
a single year like corn or wheat or con&n.
There are comparatively few mule breeders
operating stock farms just now. It will
take soma time to get these /arms in op¬
eration, purchase the jacks and brood
mares. Then there will have to be a

long wait and a year or so to bring the
mule colt to maturity. Altogether it will
take three or four years to get any re-

turn from an investment made now in
mule breeding. By the time the mules
are put upon the market there will be a

mule famine. There ¡s the prediction, if
it can be called a prediction, based up¬
on the solid fact that the United States
has cut down its output of mules from
33 to 30 per cent, just at a time when
the demand for mules has become" greater
than ever because of war.

NÚÍEBER EXPORTED.
The export of mules from this country

a year ago was not over 1,000 annually.
. In 1S97, with the Cuban war, it rose

to 8,000. It was probably 20,000 to 23,000
last year and will be even greater for
1S0Ó. The Spaniards fir«t began the ex¬

port of mules for use in the Cuban revo¬
lution*. They found the animals extreme¬
ly valuable and indeed necessary In their
campaigns against the Cubans in the
mountains. They have to travel long dis¬
tances from the railroads, and they need¬
ed large numbers of pack-mules, animals
that could stand the climate of Cuba.
A Spanish commi.vion was established at
New Orleans for the shipment of mules«
to Cuba and perhaps 10.000 were sent to
that island to help subdue tlie Cubans.
On the very eve of the war between the
United States and Spain, Spain still had
a large number of mutes in this country..
A cargo of the a.nimals had been placed
upon the Spanish steamer Buenventara
which was about leaving for Havana,
when an order from Washington stopped
the shipment, on the ground that the
mules were intended for the Spanish Ar¬
my, to be used against this country. The
animals were disam.ba.rked. and driven
back to. the stock yards, and the Buena¬
ventura, which had remained here danger¬
ously late. In order to take on the ani¬
mals put to sea, only to be captured by
the American fleet in the Gulf and con-
demmed as a prize of war. The decision
was subsequently reversed and the value
of the vessel paid over to the owners.

Tho Spaniards announced themselves
well pleased with the American mules,
and declared that a bountiful supply of
these animals doubled the efficiency of
an army operating In the field, and hav¬
ing long expeditions to make. "When
the United States went to war with Spain,
it profited by the experience of that
country, and supplied Its army in Cuba
with'a large force of mutes-. The same

thing was done In the Philippines, and
the Government demand called for 15,000
animals. ,

Then came the Boer war. The British
War Office had heard of the experience
of Spain and-the Uni tea States in the
use of mules'in war. and decided to try
the animal/ It also made New Orleans
the headquarters of the mule purchasing
business. Some 12-.0CO or 15,000 mules.
have already been sent to South Africa.
The animals have given satisfaction to
the British Government, so much so

that the order. has been increased to
24,000, and will probably run up to 40,000,.
with freni three to four cargoes of mules'
leaving îs'ew' Orleans each' week. The
Rear, sympathizers la Cape Colc-ny have
endeavored to arouse a prejedtee against
the American animal brcught there, and
the papers, which are known to be loke-
wara, 'are filled with stories' that the
imported mule have brought" glanders,
charbon and other diseases Into the coun¬
try. There is, an outbreak of glanders
among the animals, but that outbreak
came from, the animals landed In South
Africa, and was possibly due to the ex¬
hausted condition In .'which thé -animals
.reached Africa, which, .rendered: them.'
prone to ¿the many diseases that prevail
there destructive to hor¿»e3 and mules

ARE INC1CULATEJD.
The Afrikander protest agatost the im¬

portation of American mules has led the
British Government .to order thé Inocula¬
tion of all the animals with thé Pasteur
serum before, being 'shipped from here;
but 'this ^inoculation'-.has shown not "a
single 'glanäered.'l'anima!;-'' thereby going
a long TsfAy' to"prove that the outbreak
of glanders among the American pack,
animals veas not brought' there;by them.
In no wise. dissuaded; by the protests of
the native farmera of"- the Chpe Colony
against, the importation oí American
mules, the British ???? OfficevriltIncrease
the amount-of its purchases:'and,; after
experimenting wit'i Italian and Andalus¬
ia« mules it has closed Its purchasing
bureaus in.Naples and Gibraltar^ and will
use only-American animelsboujnit in the
Soothwest-and, qnipued throosa Jiew
.Orleans., ?

-¦ Ther extent of; the pparchases-;-tritt de-?
peñd,- ot-course,. on the ¡duration-of the
Boer war. Present appearance* would

seem to call for Í0.00O er more mules.
If the war continues a year longer, or If
the British meet with, much difficulty in
invauing the Transvaal or the Free State·,
the number needed may be doubled or

trebled. War is a heavy consumer of
mules. They .»-ear out in a comparatively
short time, for they receive \ery little
attention.one of their chief merits being
their toughness and their ability to lake
care of themselves and to endure all t'.-.c
privations to. which they n-ay be sub¬
jected. ,They are completely used up
and of little velue after a campaign, as

the United States found when it tried
to sell some of the superlious mules em¬

ployed in the Santiago- cumraign.
Whether the mule would be useful in a

war in a -retnperate-counlry is-a--Question
that cannot well De deternir.ed. Bis
toughness, his stolldness, his ability to

get along with little care, to stand any
climate, and to exist with far less water
and food than his half brother the horse,
would seem to make him a valuable
animal for army packing purposes in
any climate, but to his imperta nee. \atue
and indeed necessity in a campaign In a

tropical or semi-tropical country tne

United States, Great Britain and Spain
can afl testify. He Is now m-ore important
to an army thaT a horse, and as essential
as the artillery itself. Without him an

army can no longer move any distance
without danger of running out of Its
supplies. The recent fight at Nicholson's
Nek bore evidence to the importance of
the mule in warfare; for the result of
the Battle was largely due to the mules,
whlleh ran off and left the British with¬
out ammunition.these an'ma's, by the

way.were Spanish, not American mules.
the first cargo of the latter having not

yet reached Cape Colony. At present
nearly all the mules at the front in South
Africa are the American, animal, who
aré giving Gens. Euller, Gatacre and
Methuen valuable assistance In their cam¬
paign.
It can readily be seen from these facts

why a mule famine is threatened In the
early future when the present supply of
mules is exhausted. Mule breeding ha3
started up largely In all parts of the#
West and Southwest. In consequence of
the improved value of the mul»s. but the.
supply of brood mares Is now very limit¬
ed, and it will be some years before the
new crop of animals is on the market.
ST. ?. Sun.

N Job am! Solomon.
"Look here upon this picture, anil on

this." HAMLET.
Job and Solomon are profoundly In¬

teresting studies; Individually and in
comparison and in contrast with one

another.
Job (under whatever guise) was a

country gentleman of abundant means,
well-bred. kind-hearted, very devout,
of strong character» and exceedingly ob¬
servant, thoughtful and sensible. He
seems to. have been as wisely and dis¬
tinctly formed and chosen for his great
office and lesson to mankind as was

that other chosen vessel» Paul, the
Apostle. His portrait of himself,. In his
twenty-ninth chapter, is not only an

honor to his time, but to all mankind.
He was "as full ot valour as of kind¬
ness.princely tn both." He was "eyes
to the blind" and "feet to the lame."
"a father to the ooor." and "the cause
which he knew not he searched out."
He "broke the jaws"of the wicked, and
plucked the 'spoil out of his teeth."
And his conversation and manners were

impressive and delightful. He was hon¬
ored and loved. He kept seasons ot
fasting and prayer his own way. When
the days of feasting of his sons and
daughters,' in each other's house, came
about, the old man specially prayed for
them, "rose up. early In the morning and '

offejred burnt offerings according to the
number ot them alL * * So did Job
continually." Moreover. Job was a most
patient, faithful and chaste husband, to.
his one wife, who was not the discreetes*;
made a covenant with his eyes that he
might not be deceived-* or misled by
beauty or wantonness. His all-controll¬
ing Jhought was loyalty and love ??f God
and man: Duty was the key-note of Ills
character.
It was this ideal father and neighbor»

this gentle and good and God-fearing"
man that was. subjected to the severest
trials; to bereavement of alt his chil¬
ares, to the loss ot ¡til his property; and
to ignomy and loathsome .disease and
suffering, and to be bored to death by
oyer-zealous visitors·. And yet, as guM
in the furnace, he stood them all. a*d
came forth purer, stronger, wiser, nearer
to. and more familiar with the great
God; more beloved by all, and more
largely blest than ^sver before by God.
In the beginning and end of the book
he is characterized by the Almighty as,

"3in servant. Job." And the lesson of-
hls life-Is absolute confidence in the urte-
doro and power and goodness «f Kmü
and submission to His will.

iksefc tat'u» «a^ hi» ,*twf.;

Blessed are they that mourn, for they
shall be comforted.
Solomon stands before tho world as a

strange mixture and an enigma. Like
many of a similar parentage, he was a

great genius. He was wel! meaning;
wanted to know what was right and to

do It. For his father's, as' well as his
own sake, the favor of the Almighty
was towards him. And because oC the
wisdom of his choice the great God
granted him all that he asked and a

great deal more. In the days o£ Job's,
prosperity, when the candle of the Al¬

mighty shone upon him, whwn by His
light he walked through darkness, when
he washed ids steps with butter, and
the rock poured him out rivers of oil, ha
was only a good, pious man. ana an in¬
fluential citizen; but did nothing to as¬

tonish the world. On the contrary, Sol¬
omon, at his start, sftonu brilliantly,
with-wealth and honor. He was a mag¬
nificent monarch. With the help of

powerful friends, he undertook ami ac¬

complished the ^moat beautiful work of
art that the world has ever seen. Ho

gave a splendid feast to his people and
offered tt most devout, beautiful and all-

comprehensive prayor.an example''' to
the world.
Perhaps, then, as a glowing youth, ho

enjoyed a vision of loveliness ana! beauty
and grace that he perpetuated In the
"Song of Songs." But then it was .that,
captivated with his Ideal, he set him¬
self to realizing: Got him à thousand'
sweethearts, and protested that he hadn'C
found a real woman among them ail.

Still, with amplest means of gratifying
all the desires of body and' mind, all
the cravings of human nature, he
made it hid business to have "a good
time," to sound all the depths and
heigliths and shallows of selftsh srr^.Ciü-
catlon; to satisfy every desire.physical.
Intellectual, sentimental of lib» soul, ilo

reached absolute satiety. and pro¬
nounced the whole business vanity and
.vexation. His Ufe was the reductio uil
ab&urdum of sensuality and woritlllnese.
He demonstrated the utter Insufficiency
of wealth. Intellectuality and glory to
till the longings oí th;_· saut. His per¬

sonal life was a. hopeles* failure: a royal
etaveling. His moralizing» over his mis¬

doings and the abuse of his blessing*
are his best legacy to mankind. The
curtain falls upon the idolatry and
wretchedness of hie old age. On'tho-
dark folds oC the unpenetrable veil that
hides his departure Is written thet sol¬

emn lesson of his life:
"Woe unto you that are rich G

As, with the Queen of Shebu. we ad¬
mire his words of wisdom. We do so

with the honest wish:
May we better reck the rede
Than did the sage adviser.

Advers'ty was the perfection of Job;
Prosperity the rula of Solomon.

Ait Inappropriate Gift.

She.I've bought a'Xoah's ark as a

birthday gift for the Jones' little boy.
He.Good gracious! Don't you know

the Joneses are vegetarians?
She.Welt, what of that?
He.Why. the Jones baby wilt bo sure

to» put the animals in his mouth, and
probably swallow some of them..<PhtI*-
detphia Press..
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